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Exchange programmes 2020/21  –  Information regarding course recognition 
 

Since each teaching subject (Unterrichtsfach) consists of only 26 ECTS in the M.Ed. curriculum, 
course recognition possibilities are fairly limited at this stage. Students should apply as early as 
possible, ideally during their last B.Ed.-semester and complete the first M.Ed. semester abroad. 
Courses replacing the VO Literatures in English, the VO Communication Code and Culture, an AR 
course in Linguistics, Literature or Cultural Studies and possibly either a Language Competence 
course (?) or the VK Specific Issues in Language Learning and Teaching can usually be found, but 
no more. Depending on the host university and your other teaching subject, additional courses 
may be recognised for your other subject and/or in general education. 

General 
Many exchange agreements (all UK and Ireland Erasmus programmes) do not provide for access to 
graduate programmes. In such cases, undergraduate courses can also be recognised for our MA courses. 

UK / Irland: courses should be chosen preferably from Year Three, only a small number of Year Two 
courses are acceptable if relevant to students' individual focus and or thesis focus. 

USA, Canada and Australia: Choose high-level undergraduate and (where possible) graduate courses. 
Continental Europe: usually MA level courses 
In general, "Introduction to ..."-courses should not be selected by MA students, unless they deal with a 
very specific and advanced topic (e.g. Philosophy of Language, Computer Linguistics, etc.). 

Details and specific Module courses 

Courses listed under Modules 01A/04A or  01B/04B  
(see Module overview at https://spl-anglistik.univie.ac.at/our-programmes/med-507046/  

ca .12 to 15 ECTS 

Further Comments:  

Splitting up bigger courses / combining small courses:  

∗ Courses at (UK) host universities are often bigger than in Vienna. Splitting up courses is possible if 
the content allows it. Courses in the USA and in Canada are usually transferred as having 7.5 ECTS / 
3 semester hours.  

∗ Vice versa, several smaller courses can be combined in the recognition to replace a 5 credit / two-
hour course in Vienna (e.g. Malta). 

The SE seminar course (length of paper in literature or cultural studies 6500-8000 words; in linguistics 
6500-7000 words) often cannot be taken abroad, especially not at UK / Irish universities and in Australia. 
In North America the transition from undergraduate to graduate studies is more fluid, and some 4th or 5th 
year courses are taken by both undergraduate and graduate students. In such courses, longer essays are 
sometimes possible. The amount of ECTS a course carries or the number of contact hours is not the only 
criterion for a decision whether a course is equivalent to a SE seminar or not. 

!! At the department of English, Mag. M. Wittmann is responsible for all questions relation to 
recognitions within exchange programmes: 

Email monika.wittmann@univie.ac.at     
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